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Serjeant  Surgeon  to  His  Majefty. 

I 

SIR,  *  *** 

-JjW |  -» 

TH  E  honourable  appointments 
which  you  fill  with  great  reputa¬ 
tion  and  ability ;  your  long  feries  of  ex- 
tenfive  and  fuccefsful  pra&ice  $  your  age, 
fortune,  and  polite  deportment  in  our 
confultations,  remove  you,  in  my  opinion, 
from  the  lead  fufpicion  of  partiality  or 
prejudice :  to  you  therefore,  I  prefume 
to  addrefs  this  letter. 

’  B  I 


J 


(  2  ) 

I  doubt  not,  but  that  your  candor  and 
humanity  will  caft  a  veil  over  the  errors 
of  the  head  or  pen,  fo  long  as  you  per¬ 
ceive,  that  their  chief  efforts  incline,  only 
to  a  good  and  public  intention.  Some 
years  ago,  I  publifhed  the  firft  edition  of 
a  pamphlet,  in  titled  Salivation  not  necef- 
Jary ,  &c.  with  a  view  not  only  to  my  own 
emolument,  but  to  inform  my  brethren, 
of  the  improvements  I  had  made  in  the 
cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe ,  which,  I  flat¬ 
ter  myfelf,  were  attended  with  more  eafe  to 
the  patient,  and  a  greater  certainty  of  cure , 
than  were  before  known  *  confequently 
the  courfe  of  my  bufinefs  muft  afford  great 
pleafure  and  fatisfadtion  to  myfelf:  which 
would  have  been  heightened  to  my 
wifhes,  if  my  fituation  and  circumftances 
would  have  permitted  my  methods  of  cure 
to  have  been  made  public. 


That 


(3) 

That  publication,  being  well  received, 
made  a  confiderable  addition  to  the  repu¬ 
tation  I  had  acquired,  by  containing  the 
evidence  I  was  obliged  to  produce, 
viva  voce,  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  of  the 
many  extraordinary  cures  *,  which  I  had 
performed  in  the  Savoy  hofpital. 

w-  * 

Having  been  early  taught  to  believe, 
that  more  authors  had  written  themfelves 
out  of  reputation,  than  otberwife,  I 
thought  myfelf  refolved  for  the  future  not 
to  put  pen  to  paper  for  public  infpeftion  ; 
and  particularly  for  two  reafons  :  firft  of 
all,  becaufe  there  is  no  degree  of  merit, 
even  where  it  evidently  exifts,  exempt  from 
its  allay  of  error  $  and  fecondly,  that!  was 


*  It  was  not  only  proved,  but  admitted,  that  670 
foldiers  were  perfectly  cured.  See  my  pamphlet,  in- 
titled  Salivation  not  necejfary  for  the  cure  of  the  Venereal 
pifeafe ,  &c.  fold  by  Almon,  in  Piccadilly . 

£  2 


too 
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too  fenlible,  how  much  I  might  expoft 
myfelf  to  critical  cenfure,  from  a  defeat 

9  .  .  f  .  4  >  , 

too  common  among  Englilh  furgeons. 

'•  '  /''.!** *  *  1  .  -\  . 

I  have  often  remarked,  that  the  Scotch 

4  ■  -  -  •  A  f  ‘  .  !  •  .  . 

furgeons  are  beft  educated,  and  the  Eng* 
lifh  beft  inftrudted  in  their  profeflion ; 
but  that  if  the  former  had  the  advantages 
of  the  latter,  their  fobriety,  prudence  and 

indefatigable  application  to  ftudy  and  bu- 

* 

|inefs,  would  give  them  greatly  the  pre¬ 
ference.  Neverthelefs,  it  mull  be  granted, 

*  '  •  *  •  *  ...  i 

that  the  talents  of  men  of  the  fame  coun- 

<»  * 

'  *  *  *  >  .  4‘ 

try,  in  fpite  of  education,  differ  much  ; 

tc  One  fcience  only  does  one  genius  fit ; 
s<  So  vafi  is  arty  fo  narrow  human  wit*'1 

I  think  in  the  medical  art,  it  Ihould  be 

■  •  *  •  * 

rendered  one  Difeafe  only ;  for  furely  the 


*  P  OPE. 

*  * 


I 


extenfive,  or  rather  boundlefs  fields  of  fur- 

ger y  and  phyfic,  exceed  the  moft  arduous 

* 

indufhy  of  one  or  two  men?  to  cultivate 
well. 

;  v  ;  '  *  ■  .  '  / 

'■  V  V  4>  ■  i  I  ’  *  *  ,  * 

*  »  '  *  4^  •  *  i  t  » 

However,  waving  thefe  digreffive  re-? 
fiedtions,  I  mufl:  now  inform  you,  that  by 
the  importunate  requeft  of  fome  great  and 
valuable  friends,  I  have  at  laft  been  in¬ 
duced  to  fet  forth,  in  their  Jimple  but  true 
ftate,  fuch  new  thoughts  and  obfervations, 
as  have  occurred  to  me  in  my  extenfive 
practice,  for  many  years,  refpedting  the 
Clap ,  Gleet ,  Pox,  and  federal  of  their  con- 
fequent  diforders  j  intending,  if  poffible, 
to  remove  many  unjuft:  prejudices,  and  to 
redlify  the  glaring  miftakes  and  falfe  ideas, 
which,  contrary  to  reafon  and  good  ienfe, 
have  to  this  time  maintained  their  ground. 

I  do  not  write  merely  for  applaufe, 
bufinefs,  or  wealth  ;  it  is  too  late  in  life 

*  *  *  -  •  ‘  '  .  **  •  ....  y  ... 

for 


(  6  ) 

for  fuch  attempts  $  No.  56  flares  in  my 
face  and  points  to  diffolution.  Befide,  if 
the  two  former  are  not  already  acquired, 
I  fear  it  will  now  be  a  fruitlefs  employ¬ 
ment  to  fearch  for  them  ;  and  the  latter 
ought  in  juftice,  to  go  as  an  attendant  on 
the  other  two ;  although  that  is  not  always 
the  cafe :  avarice  is  indeed  a  vice,  of 
which  many  hundreds  of  my  acquaintance 
will  acquit  me,  and  therefore  from  among 
all  my  frailties  and  foibles,  I  hope  that 
fin  will  be  ever  exclude^. 

Nor  do  I  hereby  mean  to  detradt  from 
the  character  of  any  individual,  or  add  to 
my  own,  at  the  expence  of  others  5  con-* 
fiding  in  the  opinion,  fhat  every  regular 
furgeon  will  adt  upon  good  principles, 
according  to  the  progrefs  of  his  fludy 
and  knowledge ;  although,  Ex  quovis 
Lignonon  fit  Mercurius:  therefore,  1  hope, 

I  have  fome  title  to  expedt  that  a  good  de- 

Hnt 


\ 
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fign,  however  it  may  fucceed,  will  not 
create  malignant  calumny*  We  are  all 
fubjedt  to  error,  but  if  truth  is  not 
fought,  it  may  for  ever  lie  in  obfcurity. 
It  has  ever  been  my  wifh,  that  candor, 
unanimity,  and  a  difinterefted,  mild  re- 
prehenfion  might  take  place  of  abufive 
rancour,  malice  and  envy.  Thefe  fenti- 
ments  would  prove  of  great  utility  to 
individuals,  and  to  fociety  in  general. 

In  points  of  my  profefiion,  I  have  for 
thirty  years,  differed  much  in  opinion 
from  the  general  practice  of  other  fur<= 
geons,  relating  to  the  Venereal  Difeafe ; 
never  fixing  my  faith  on  the  fentiments 
or  writings  of  any  man,  till  I  brought 
them  to  the  teft  of  trial  and  experience ; 
but  endeavouring  at  the  fame  time  to  form 
my  judgment  with  probity ;  by  making 
allowance  for  the  circumftances  of  time, 

cafe. 
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/  < 

■>  £ 

cafe,  habit  of  body ,  &c.  &c*  and  yet  I 
mull  acknowledge,  through  clofe  atten¬ 
tion  and  obfervation,  I  have  diicovered 
that  much  the  greater  part  of  authors 
and  pradtitioners  are  very  erroneous,  in 
theory  and  practice. 

?  r"  %  •  *  'V  .  \  *  *  .  .  .■  .  ,  „  „  r 

W  *■  -  4  ...  \ 

It  has  been  granted  that  Astruc  on 
the  Venereal  Dijeafey  Hands  Premier, 
for  the  hypothetical  part  of  his  treatife  : 
he  was  a  diftinguifhed  fcholar  ;  had  read 
almoft  every  writer  on  the  fubjedt,  and  was 
able  to  reduce  every  thing  he  had  read, 
into  great  order  and  method  :  but  furely 
no  judicious  furgeon  will  admit  of  the 
practical  parts,  bearing  an  equal  degree 
of  merit.  Whoever  believes  and  follows 
him,  will  foon  be  convinced  of  his  mis¬ 
take.  He  gained  more  applaufe  by  his 
writings  than  pradtice,  even  in  Paris, 
where  I  was  his  pupil,  and  had  a  fair  op¬ 
portunity  of  knowing  his  repute,  from 

my 


s 
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my  old  Mailer  Morand,  furgeon  to  the 

/  ' 

King,  and  the  hofpital  of  Invalids ;  as 
well  as  from  other  furgeons  of  eminence. 

v 

The  famous  Dr.  Turner  was  indefa- 

N 

tigable  in  his  pradice,  obfervations,  and 
writings  :  I  knew  him  well.  He  was 

efteemed  a  very  honed,  confcientious  good 

*  }• 

praditiorier  in  his  time*  and  yet  I  cannot 
find  that  he  added  many  great  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  modes  of  pradice,  which 

had  been  in  vogue,  an  hundred  years  be- 

% 

fore. 


It  is  needlefs  to  mention  other  authors, 
as  mod;  of  them,  worth  notice,  laid  down 

i 

nearly  the  fame  plan. 

I  am  not  infenfible  of  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  credit  to  new  thoughts  and  new 
methods  of  pradice,  particularly  in  the 
Venereal Difeafe .  It  is  equally  difficult  to 
difcover,  afcertain  and  edablifh  new  me- 

C  thods 


(  1°  ) 

thods  upon  fure  and  unerring  principles, 
even  in  hofpitals;  and  much  more  fo  in 
the  confined  employment  of  one  profeffor : 
nor  is  it  to  be  done  at  all,  without  a  daily 
and  long  fcrutiny  into  a  multiplicity  of  ex¬ 
periments  cautioufly  made,  in  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  cafes,  fuitable  to  fuch  noble  pur- 
pofes.  The  execution  of  fuch  a  tafk  re¬ 
quires  alfo  a  great  number  of  patients  ; 
which  falls  to  the  fhare  of  few  furgeons. 

From  the  Year  1494,  furgeons  have 
not  very  widely  dilTented  from  an  unifor¬ 
mity  of  pradtice,  and  yet  “  *  It  is  evident 

**  there  have  been  more  authors  who  have 

/ 

«  *  ■  •->  * 

tc  profejfedly  treated  upon  this  fubjedl ,  (if  we 
tc  except  the  plague  and  pejlilential  Fever ) 

\  »  *  •  •  5  *  - 

“  than  were  ever  known  of  any  other  Jicknefs 
€i  in  all  ages  pajl.  IS! or  need  we  admire  at 
“  this,  fine e  from  the  Time  of  its  firjl  invafon. 


*  AsTRUC,  VOL.  II.  p.  222, 

“  no 

1 


v 
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**  no  one  difeafe  has  been  more  Frequent, 
“  more  Afflicting  ^WIntricate,  and 
<c  confequently  more  defer  ving  of  medicinal  en~ 

i 

“  quiry.  Epiphanius  Fer n andus,  even 
*\at  that  time ,  or  in  the  year  1620,  makes 
“  mention  of  fourfcore  authors  who  had  df- 
“  courfed  upon  this  topic  of  Venereal  Difeafe  : 
“  My f elf  can  reckon  up  at  this  time  above 
<c  175  ;  neither  (I  am  verily  per  funded) 

“  have  all  of  them  fallen  under  my  obfervati- 
“  on.9* 

1  ' 

The  ufual  method  for  a  Clap ,  from  fur- 
geons  of  the  firfl  eminence,  to  the  apo¬ 
thecary's  'prentice,  has  been  nearly  the 

fame.  “  A  few  grains  of  Calomel  daily  $ 
“  purging  it  ojf\  commonly  fo  called, 
“  every  third  or  fourth  day,  till  they  ima- 
“  gined  the  infection  was  removed ; 
cc  which  might  happen  in  four,  five  or  fix 
“  weeks,  and  then  finifhing  with  Bals . 
Capiv .  &c.  fo  far  as  to  what  has  been 

C  2  termed 


(  '  I2  ) 

6S  termed,  a  trifling  weeping ,  of  which  they 
made  little  account ;  either  advifing  the 
“  patient ,  who  was  fo  in  the  ftridt  fenfe 
f*  of  the  word,  to  the  ufe  of  the  cold  bath, 
or  to  leave  it  to  nature ,  for  that  it  would 

*f  in  time  vani/h  of  its  own  accord.” 

*  <*.  ,,  * 

It  is  needlefs  to  animadvert  on  fuch 

*r  ■  ,  ’  *  v 

practice  and  advice,  becaufe  many  thou- 
Fands  have  experienced  the  bad  confe- 

«  ...  k  .  i.  , 

quences, 

f  . 

/ 

The  cure  of  Gleets ,  or  that  difcharge  of 
uninfedtious  matter,  which  frequently 

|  7 

follows  the  Clap ,  has  been,  time  out  of 
mind,  ineffectually  attempted  by  loads  of 
balfamic ,  ajlrmgent  and  jiyptic  medicines , 

s 

internally,  as  well  as  by  injections :  In 

:  *  r‘  C 

which  cafes  only,  injections  have  been 

much  trufted  to. 

*  *  * 

Formerly  Gleets  were  often  deemed  in¬ 
curable,  but  fince  the  reviv’d  ufe  of  Bou~ 

N  1  •  *»  '  *  *  ’ 

gieh 


(  *3  ) 

gies9  fcarcely  any  Gleet  refills  a  cure,  ex¬ 
cept  in  long  negledted  cafes,  wherein  ma¬ 
ny  fijlulas  are  formed,  fome  of  which  alfo 
are  curable ;  or  when  Bougies  are  unfkil- 
fuliy  managed. 

Every  ilage  of  the  Pox ,  from  a  flight 
chancre  to  foul  bones,  has  undergone  al- 
moft  one  invariable  method  ;  the  grand 
remede ,  or  the  mercurial  ointment ,  applyed 
in  quantities  fufficient  to falivate ,  or  fmall- 
er  quantities  longer  continued,  and  allay¬ 
ed  by  means  and  medicines  promoting 

fweat  or  flools.  Thefe  methods  have 

.  *  7" 

indeed  been  fome  time  paft  lefs  in 
vogue,  lince  corrofve  fublimate  has  been 
rendered  fafhionable,  both  in  public  and 
private  practice.  The  uncertain  and  bad 

fuccefs  attending  this  new  mode,  as  well 

as  the  old  one,  is,  I  believe  now  fufficiently 

•  \ 

known,  and  therefore  prevents  me  the 

trouble  of  faying  any  thing  more  on  that 

fub- 
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fubjedt,  notwithftanding  many  cures  have 
been  thereby  performed. 

It  muft  appear  ftrange  to  every  fpecula- 
tive  man,  that  during  more  than  two  Cen¬ 
turies  a?id  an  half ,  fo  little  alteration  or 
improvement  has  been  made  in  the  cure 
of  difeafes,  fo  numerous  and  frequent,  and 
which  chiefly  in  their  worfl:  ftages,  both 
in  rich  and  poor,  become  objects  of  the 
moil  able  furgeons.  Probably  fome  reafons 
may  be  afligned  for  this  deficiency ;  as, 
the  hazard  of  reputation  by  experiments, 
the  expence  of  remedies,  full  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  general  practice  of  furgery,  or 
a  natural  difpofi lion  to  the  more  mechani¬ 
cal  parts  of  the  art,  fuch  as  lithotomy ,  am¬ 
putation ,  &c.  which  although  a  fludy  not 
more  noble  or  meritorious,  yet  by  being 
more  confpicuous,  is  fometimes  produc¬ 
tive  of  fpeedier  preferment  to  an  hofpital, 

the  ftraighteft  and  fmootheft  road  to  po- 


(■  *5  )  ' 

pularity,  employment,  and  emolument : 
fuch  practitioners  as  tbefe  have  alfo  the 
benefit  of  public  applaufe,  from  dexterous¬ 
ly  amputating  a  limb,  in  cafe  of  a  foul  bone 
or  otherwife ;  while  the  furgeon  who  cures 
a  foul  bone  and  preferves  the  limb,  muft  of 
neceflity,  from  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
iiifle  the  merit  in  profound  fecrecy ;  pro¬ 
bably  too  with  a  third  part  of  that  gratui¬ 
ty,  which  the  other  thinks  himfelf  juftly 
intitled  to,  and  yet  the  fkill  of  the  latter  is 
beyond  comparifon,  more  to  be  admired, 
and  ought  to  be  more  rewarded. 

I  do  not  however  defign  to  caft  any  un¬ 
due  reflections  on  my  brethren,  for  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  many  of  them  are  orna¬ 
ments  to  the  profeffion,  having  defervedly 
great  practice  and  equal  ability ;  but  it  is 
impoflible  to  excell  in  every  branch  of  it. 
That  is  all  I  contend  for. 


The 


i 
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The  genius  of  one  man,  may  lead  more 
particularly  to  the  ftudy  of  one  part  of  the 
art,  than  another ;  if  therefore  every 
one  would  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  admit  of 
the  fuperiority,  which  fhines  forth  in  the 
peculiar  province  of  his  brother,  without 
envious  detraction  from  his  merit ;  it 
would  promote  and  cement  that  union  and 
friendfhip  among  chirurgical  profeflors  in 
general,  which  I  fear  is  now  confined 
to  about  a  fijtcenth  part  of  the  whole, 
within  the  bills  of  mortality. 

'  There,  I  fear,  PARTIALITY 
has  fixed  her  ftandard;  notwithflanding 

an  equal  degree  of  natural  and  acquired 
abilites,  requifite  to  the  eflablifhment  of 

a  good  furgeon,  may  be  found  in  a  great 
number  of  their  other  brethren  ;  but  who 
have  not  met  with  a  lucky  bit ,  to  bring 
them  forth  to  the  touchftone  of  probation. 

A 


(  i7  ) 

A  lucky  hit  I  term  it,  for  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  the  hand  of  a  perfon  of  dif- 
tindlion  ;  national,  but  p  raft-worthy  at¬ 
tachment;  fenatorial  or  diflenting  intereft  ; 
a  dofe  of  aurum ,  or  other  incidental  means, 
have  raifed  more  furgeons  to  public  fame, 
and  pcfts  of  honour,  than  fterling  merit 
arm  found  knowledge.  I  do  not  hereby 
wi(h  to  infinuate,  that  fuch  gentlemen  are 

deftitute  of  the  qualifications  requifite  to 
their  popular  and  valuable  appointments, 

for  I  avow  the  contrary  :  But  that  thefe 
qualifications  are  not  the  Jieps,  by  which  in 
general  they  mount  to  preferment. 

Having  declared  my  objeftions  to  the 

ufual  modes  of  cure  in  the  Venereal  D  if  ed/e , 
I  ihall  now  lay  before  you  my  new 
thoughts  and  obfervations  on  that  fub- 

*  AV  *  *  .  "I  '  *  »  *  J  i  ’  '  l»  *  t  -  4  f  t  ■>  T  ’%  f  *  f  v  - 

jedt.  They  have  their  foundation  in  ex¬ 
perience  ;  but  if  after  a  faithful  relation  of 
them,  any  doubts  of  my  practice,  refult- 

P  ing 
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ing  therefrom,  Ihould  arife,  my  reputation 

ill al  1  Hand  or  fall  by  another  public  proof 

* 

of  their  validity  ?  or  the  ocular  convidtion 
pf  any  eminent  furgeon  of  probity. 

In  regard  to  the  improvements,  which 
from  time  to  time  I  have  added  to  my 
practice,  I  do  not  flatter  myfelf,  with 
having  done  a  fiftieth  part  of  what  I  muft 
leave  undone. 

Life  is  Jhorty  art  long ,  experience  diffi¬ 
cult  *f\ 

But  if  the  fmall  advancement  I  have 
made,  at  great  expence  of  money,  la¬ 
bour  and  anxiety,  towards  a  happier  me¬ 
thod  of  cure,  than  heretofore ;  and  the 

f  . 

few  hints,  which  I  fhall  give,  Ihould  ex- 


+  Hippocrates. 

■  J  *■  •  i  *  d  ■  *  .  t  *  v# 
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•  i  O 

cite  an  emulation  in  others  to  purfue  the 
track,  in  order  to  inveftigate  yet  greater 
diicoveries,  for  the  happinefs  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  mankind,  I  (hall  receive  much 
fatisfadion  j  efpecially  in  my  laft  hours, 
when  I  may  be  able  to  refled:  that  I  was 
created  for  fome  good  purpofe,  and  that  ill 
my  paffage  to  the  grave,  I  may  perchance 
have  the  praifes  of  many  perfons*  who, 
providentially,  through  my  endeavours, 
happily  furvive  me.  Now  to  bufinefs* 

I  believe  all  judicious  furgeons  agree, 
that  the  mod  difficult,  doubtful,  and  per¬ 
plexing  part  of  the  whole,  in  its  cure, 
ancLoften  the  mod  dangerous  in  its  con- 
fequences,  is  the  Clap  s  proceeding  fome- 
times  from  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  itfelf. 
and  frequently  from  the  inexperience  of 
the  furgeon,  or  the  defedt  of  due  care  and 
candor  of  the  patient. 

D  2 


i 


I 


Nice 


(  2°  ) 

Nice  and  critical  circumftances  ;  ma¬ 
ny  little  incidents,  and  accidents,  which 
happen  unexpectedly  and  unobferved,  may 

defeat  the  expectations  of  the  mod  able 
furgeon,  whatever  may  be  his  mode  of 
cure. 

0  r 

4  *  1  ^  t  )>  * 

There  are  indifputably,  bad  and  differ¬ 
ent  fymptoms,  in  various  habits  and  de¬ 
grees  of  infection  ;  but  there  are  other 
obflacles,  wholly  chargeable  to  the  mif- 
conduCt  of  patients  :  Such  are  improper 
diet,  the  too  free  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors, 

little  fleep,  much  exercife  on  foot,  horfe- 
back,  or  in  a  carriage,  and  the  ufe  of 

women. 

The  bad  effects  of  high  feafoned  food, 
acids,  fpirituous  liquors,  and  even  ftrong 
beer,  fpeedily  and  frequently  become  evi¬ 
dent  in  many  cafes  ;  although  not  in  thofe 
amazing  inftances  charged  on  Cayenne  pepper , 
by  a  very 'worthy  and  experienced  bro¬ 
ther. 


(  21  ) 

ther.  Neverthelefs  it  may  be  clearly  evin¬ 
ced,  that  a  few  glades  of  punch,  or  even 
the  vinegar,  pepper,  muftard  and  horfe 
radifh,  daily  ufed  with  our  food,  will  pro¬ 
mote  the  difcharge,  even  at  the  eve  of  a 
cure,  and  often  renew  it  in  a  greater  or 
lefs  degree,  after  the  furgeon  has  been 
difcharged.  Can  you  give  credit  to  the 
aflertion,  that  even  a  Glafs  of  winey  wine 
and  water ,  or  a  little  juice  of  lemon ,  has 
inftantly  produced  the  moft  excruciating 
pain  in  the  urethra  ?  Such  a  proof  there 
is,  if  the  folemn  declarations  of  a  man  of 
probity  are  to  be  relied  on.  The  cafe  is 
this. 

One  of  the  medical  profeffion,  whom  I 
am  fure  you  know ;  a  man  of  undemand¬ 
ing  and  found  judgment  in  other  matters, 
was  baffled  with  a  clap  three  months  or 

longer,  before  he  applyed  to  me,  notwith- 

* 

Handing  he  had  taken  more  mercurial  pre¬ 
parations. 


(  22  )  * 
parations,  purges,  &c.  than  might  have 

cured  twenty  perfons. 

/  *  , 

The  quantity  and  corrofive  quality  of 
the  matter  was  beyond  conception  ;  and 
the  urethra  thereby  rendered  fo  exquifitely 
inflammatory  and  painful,  that  it  was  with 
the  utmofl  difficulty  I  could  pafs,  or  he  ad¬ 
mit  a  bougie ,  although  notlarger  or  lefs  pli¬ 
able  than  a  packthread ;  and  which,  even 
when  accompliffied,  required  great  refolu- 
tion  to  retain  an  hour.  Neverthelefs,  as  it 
was  obvious,  that  obftrudtions  in  the  ure~ 
tbra  were  the  caufe  *  or  effeft  of  that  im¬ 
moderate  and  painful  difcharge  of  matter* 
I  advifed  him  to  the  gradual  ufe  of  bougies , 
and  an  alterative  drink,  but  totally  to  omit 
^preparations of mercury:  Whereby,  in 
time  a  cure  was  effected.- 

—  v  —  -  ■  I  I. -■■■——«  1  '*+>#** 

*  My  brethren  may  decide  that  point. 

During 


(  n  ) 

During  his  attendance,  he  often  told  me* 
that  nothing  could  induce  him  to  drink  a 
glafs  of  wine,  or  even  wine  and  water*  or 
to  fuck  a  little  lemon-juice,  for  that  he 

had  experienced  the  immediate  effedt  to  be 
pains  in  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  foies 
of  the  feet,  which  with  a  fudden  tran- 
fition  feized  the  urethra  ;  infomuch  that, 
according  to  his  own  words,  if  it  was 
not  for  lhame,  he  could  have  rolled  on 
the  floor. 

*-  • .  * 

The  foregoing  circumftances,  Angular 
and  incredible  as  they  may  appear,  I  will 
at  any  time  in  confidence,  as  fully  as  pof- 
fible  prove  to  you.  The  perfon ‘being  now 
alive  and  well. 

Too  little  fleep  prevents  a  due  degree  df 
pcrfpiration,  and  caufes  an  unnatural  heat 
pf  body,  of  which  the  urethra  partakes, 
#nd  the  difcharge  increafes. 
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Immoderate  exercife  not  only  prolongs 
but  increafes  the  difeharge,  in  proportion 
to  the  increafed  velocity  of  the  circulating 
fluids  3  and  to  the  injury  received,  by  the 
fridion  of  the  parts  affefted, 

‘2  A\  .  .  i'.‘  l  '  ‘  _  *  ....  •  • 

The  moderate  ufe  of  women,  although 

prejudicial,  I  have  feldom  found  equally 
fo  to  the  obftacles  before  mentioned. 

To  add  to  the  whole,  the  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  patients  are  guilty  of  negled,  both 
in  relation  to  medicine  and  attendance, 
efpeeially  when  they  are  informed  that  the 
infedion  is  removed,  and  experience  proves 
it.  However,  patients  ?iever  err ,  for  whaN 
ever  happens  amifs  is  charged  to  the  fur- 
geon’s  account,  and  fometimes  proclaimed 
in  public  to  their  acquaintance,  without  ’ 
regard  to  common  honefty,  truth  or  juf- 
tice.  I  remember  your  obfervation,  when 
we  were  both  employed  in  the  cure  of  a 

perfon 
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perfon  of  dhlHdlion  ;  that  if  a  furgeon 
cured  nine  fur:  crpe  well  in  one  perfon,  and 
the  twentieth*  by  any  accident,  was  not 
attended  with  equal  fuccefs,  the  merit^of 

the  others  was  totally  obliterated. 

/ 

Notwithftanding  all  the  difadvantages, 
to  "which  the  furgeon  and  patient  are  in 
general  fubjeft,  there  are  fome  very  par¬ 
ticular  exceptions, 

I  have  cured  one  gentleman  of  many 
claps  in  feven  years.  He  feldom  goes  to 
bed  before  two  or  three  in  the  morning, 
after  drinking  one  or  two  bottles  of  Cla¬ 
ret,  or  other  wine ;  yet  it  is  rare  that  a 
clap  requires  a  fortnight’s  attention  :  In¬ 
deed  he  is  conftant  in  his  vifits,  fo  long  as 
they  are  neceflary. 

i  x  **» 

Another  gentleman,  whofe  occupation 
confifts  in  daily  riding  on  horfeback,  ma¬ 
ny  miles,  and  dancing,  has  feveral  times 

E  ob- 
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obtained  a  cure ;  fooner  than  many  others, 
with  the  greateft  care  and  regularity* 
But  thefe  are  not  examples,  fufficient  to 
induce  others  to  the  fame  practice. 

When  a  patient  applies  to  a  furgeon,  for 
the  cure  of  a  clap>  I  think  it  behoves  the 

latter  to  enquire  minutely  into  the  rea^ 
ity  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  time  of  its  ap« 
pearance ;  whether  it  be Jimple  or  compound \ 
of  long  or  Jkort  duration  :  Circumltances 
which  make  a  material  difference  in  the 
prognoftic,  and  cure,  and  on  which  the 

furgeon’s  credit  alfo  much  depends, - J 

fay  fimple  or  compound ,  not  in  that  fenfe 
which  has  been  commonly  adopted  ;  for, 

X  . 

however  lingular  I  may  appear,  I  call  that 
clap  Jimple ,  which  is  con  traded  from  a 

woman  having  only  a  dap,  but  compound* 
when  received  from  a  woman  having  alfo 
an  q!4  or  a  regent  pox. 


/ 


(*?)■• 

Ignorance  of  the  time  when  a  clap  com- 
mences,  may  deceive  the  furgeon,  and  to¬ 
tally  fruftrate  the  cure,  becaufe  it  may 
be  a  recent  gleet*  of  two  or  three  months 
duration  only*  which  has  eluded  the  art 
of  another  furgeon*  although  he  may  have 
removed  the  infection  ;  or  it  may  be  a  re - 
cent  clap,  attended  with  an  old  gleet :  Cafes 
hot  always  confelfed  or  voluntarily  made 
clear,  left  the  patient  fhould  be  flighted 
in  the  firft  cafe,  for  having  preferred  ano¬ 
ther,  and  in  the  fecond,  that  he  may  take 
the  chance  of  being  cured  of  both,  at  the 
fame  eafy  expence*  • 

*  '  •  N 

It  is  well  known  that  my  methods  of 
cure  in  the  Jitople  clap,  are  by  various  in¬ 
jections,  and  alterative  mercurial  pills ; 
adapted  -to  cafes  and  conftitutions  :  And 
in  this  praftice  I  think  myfelf  fully  jufti- 
fied. 

E  2 


Many 
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Many  years  I  purfued  the  nfual  forms, 
bat,  I  folemnly  declare,  not  with  that  fa- 
tisfa&ion  to  myfelf,  or  eafe,  fafety,  and 
expedition  to  my  patients,  which  I  have 
iince  experienced  :  I  now  meet  with  few¬ 
er  inconveniences,  and  lefs  troublefome 
fymptoms ;  which  gentlemen  who  have 
been  under  my  care  know  experimental¬ 
ly  s  and  will  teflify,  that  they  have  fuf- 
fered  more  by  one  clap  formerly,  than 
they  do  now  by  ten.  I  do  not  truly 
know,  that  any  thing  more  than  injedion 
is  abfolutely  neceffary,  except  due  care 
and  regularity,  having  fafely  performed 

\  O'.  -  A  *•  .*  <  .  4  .  V  w'  *-••■*  •* 

many  cures  by  that  alone ;  for  fome  per- 
fons  have  a  great  averhon  to  pills ,  and  in 
gouty  and  rheumatic  habits  of  body,  I 
have  been  put  to  the  neceffity  of  omitting 

them,  being  fully  convinced  by  a  variety 
of  examples,  that  a  very  fmall  quantity  of 

any  mercurial  preparation,  has  really 

.  ,  brought 


/ 
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brought  on  the  gout  and  rheumatifm  in 
fuch  perfons,  as  have  been  before  afflicted 
with  thofe  difeafes. 

v  .  i  ‘  4  -  V  W  i  .  v  ' 

I  took  the  hint  of  curing  by  injedlion 

*  •  r  '  ■  ,  ,  *  t 

ll  JL  •  .  A  -  1  ’  W* 

thirty-five  years  ago.  Mr.  Green,  a  fur- 
geon  of  Lemon-Jlreet ,  Goodman's  Fields , 
was,  I  believe  at  that  time,  the  only  man 
who  attempted  that  practice  ;  which  raif- 
ed  much  clamour,  many  objections  and 
prejudices  againfi:  him  :  He  was  adjudged 
moft  afiurediy  to  fox  all  his  patients,  and 
yet  not  a  Jingle  inftance  of  injury  being 
done,  or  failure  of  a  fafe  and  good  cure, 
could  be  produced.  He  had  many  experi¬ 
enced  advocates,  made  a  rapid  progrefs, 
and,  if  death  had  not  intervened,  his  refo- 
lution,  good  character  and  fuccefs,  would 
probably  have  difpelled  the  mift,  that  ob- 
fcured  the  fight  of  many,  if  not  all  the 
furgeons,  cotemporary  with  him ;  not- 
withftanding  one  difad  van  tage^  to  which 

he 


/ 
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he  was  rendered  continually  liable  :  His 

patients,  who  felt  little  more  of  the  difeafe, 

4  '  *  , 

than  the  difcharge ,  would  not  endure  a  re- 

ftraint  from  their  ufual  recreations,  which, 
by  rendering  their  cure  much  more  tedi¬ 
ous,  often  produced  a  gleet,  that  might 
not  otherwife  have  happened,  and  reflect¬ 
ed  an  odium  on  his  practice,  which  gave 
the  furgeons  an  opportunity  of  detracting 
from  his  merit ;  while  their  own  patients, 
who  had  been  debarred  from  all  fuch  ex- 
cedes,  by  gr'tpingsy  purgings ,  and  a  ItriCt 
injunction  to  live  according  to  rule,  two 

or  three  months,  differed  ten  times  more 
in  their  health,  and  exclufive  of  a  wor/e 
gleet ,  rendered  incurable  for  life ;  For 
then  bougies  were  not  in  ufe. 

It  is  abfurd  as  well  as  inhuman,  to  con¬ 
demn  a  man  folely  for  the  fake  of  oppo- 
fition  and  envy,  or  to  judge  unfavoura¬ 
bly  of  his  abilities,  in  /peculation,  becaufe 


wc 
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we  are  not  fo  happy  to  arrive  at  his  degree 
of  Ikill,  or  if  fo,  have  not  ipirit  fuffieient 
to  carry  it  into  execution. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Green ,  I  heard 
no  more  of  injections.  I  was  too  young  to 
engage  in  novel  practice,  and  too  weak 
to  encounter  the  difficulties,  which  might 
attend  fuch  an  hazardous  enterprize.  We 
had  no  injections  in  common  ufe,  but  thofe 
prepared  with  troch.  alb .  rhaf  and  Tap . 
medicamentas :  To  which  the  famous  Dr. 
Turner  and  others,  were  fearful  of  troll¬ 
ing,  till  they  were  well  affured  that  the 

infection  was  removed  in  the  ufual  man¬ 
ner,  f 

This  ffiews  that  the  furgeons  were  ig¬ 
norant  of  fafe  and  proper  injections*  and 
were  likely  to  remain  fo ;  for  notwith¬ 
standing  venereal  complaints  were  nume¬ 
rous  and  common,  yet  when  divided 
among  pbyfcians ,  furgeons #  apothecaries , 

chemifts. 
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cbemiftsy  and  quacks ;  a  few  only  fell  to 
the  lot  of  a  private  furgeon.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  and  prime  part  of  the  bufinefs  being 
engroflea  by  a  few  furgeons  of  popular 
character ;  who  made  fo  good  an  accoupt 
of  houfes  fitted  up  for  the  reception  and 
falivation  of  their  wealthy  and  noble  pa¬ 
tients,  that  a  deviation  from  the  old  prac¬ 
tice,  however  laudable,  might  caufe  a  re- 

•**'**'•  !■  '  1  '  •  t  .*  -4'  *  *  t  . 

duftion  of  their  gains,  which  were  very 
alluring,  as  they  were  exceflive.  Trifling 
cafes,  as  fimple  claps,  were  therefore  little 
worthy  their  attention. 

As  to  myfelf,  length  of  time  and  qc- 
cafional  experiments,  gradually  opened  to 
my  view  fufficient  incitement  to  the  ufe 
of  injections :  The  talk  was  great,  my 
fears  and  apprehenfions  many,  and  my 
patients  few;  but  as  I  proceeded  with  great 
caution  and  an  anxious  defire  of  fuccefs, 
if  poflible,  I  happily  explored  fufficient 
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proofs  of  the  redlitude  of  my  pra&ice  : 
Which,  with  the  knowledge  I  had  acquir¬ 
ed,  of  curing  foxes  without falivatioriy  en¬ 
couraged  me  to  engage  in  the  cure  of  the 
first  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards  *, 
wherein  my  fuccefs  has  been  legally  con¬ 
firmed. 

Some  objections  have  been  made  againfi 

\ 

the  ufe  of  injeldions  in  general,  without 
knowing  or  admitting  their  various  corn- 
poll  tions.  It  has  been  alledged  ; 

ill.  That  they  lock  up  the  infectious  matter . 

2dly.  That  the  patient  becomes  foxed 
thereby . 

3dly.  That  j welled  tejlicles  are  often  the 
corfequences + 


*  By  delire  of  the  right  honourable  field  marlhal, 
Earl  Ligonier  $  and  General  Carr. 

4thly. 


F 
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4thly.  "That  they  cqufe  JiriBures ,  carun - 
cless  &c*  in  the  urethra. 

J  \  ...  *  ■  i 

It  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  I  flhouM 
account  for  all  fqrts  of  injections.  Proba¬ 
bly  much  rnifchief  may  have  enfued  from 
the  ufe  of  many  of  them  ;  but  I  can  faith¬ 
fully  anfwer  for  my  own ,  and  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  allure  you  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner,  that  I -have  never  difco- 

!  <  t  ‘  ! 

yered  an  inftance  of  a  pox  or  pocky  fymptom , 
caufed  by  my  injections,  even  among  the 

foldiers,  molt  of  whom  were  the  moft  ir- 

; 

<  V  »•-**  '*« 

regular  fet  of  patients  that  a  furgeon 

cquld  meet  with. 

\  •  <.  •. 

I  am  under  no  temptation  to  teftify  a 

*  1  ;  '  .  -  * 

faliitv,  as  the  cure  of  claps  is  a  matter  in- 

j.  *  *  * 

different  to  me ;  and  furthermore  I  fcorn 

*  -  •  J  1  *  J.  •  *  *»  *  «  f 

to  deceive  you  or  any  man  upon  earth, 

I  candidly  confefs,  that  formerly  fome  of 

t»  •  >  (  f  •  -  +*  \  '  4  i 

my  injections  caufed  much  pain,  and  that 

,  ,  .  ■  t  *  '  '  '  .  ’  •  -r  ^ 

was  the  only  inconvenience  that  attended 

the 

»  - ,  C* 

*  *  . 
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the  ufe  of  them  ;  for  which  reafon  I  omife« 
ted  them,  and  ufed  a  milder  fort.. 

This  replies  to  the  two  firft  objections. 

- 

>  • 

In  regard  to  the  third.  If /welled  tejli~ 
ties  never  occiired,  but  to  fuch  patients  as 
were  treated  with  inj eft  ions;  there  might  be 
folid  foundation  for  that  affertion ;  but 
fo  long  as  it  will  appear  evident,  that 
even  among  judicious  furgeons,  patients 
are  not  more  exemptfrom  thofe  accidents, 
under  all  methods  of  cure,  wherein  injec¬ 
tions  have  had  no  place ;  that  objection 
drops  of  itfelf. 

*  .  t  ,  •  *  t  i 

The  4th  is  alfo  eafily  refuted.  Many 
proofs  have  convinced  me  that  daps  are 
lefs  liable  to  fucceedingjlridures,  carun - 
vies,  &c*  from  the  ufe  of  proper  injeBions 
than  without  them.  Befide,  mark  the 
abfurd  contrafi  !  even  granting  that  injec¬ 
tions  were  compofed  of  ajlringent  and 

F  2  Jlyptk 
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Jy'ptic  medicines,  can  they  caufe  and  cure 
the  fame  difeafe  ?  for  the  belt  authors 
and  praftitioners  admit  of  the  free  ufe  of 

them*,  immediately  after  the  infeBion  is 
run  off,  if  the  remaining  difcharge  will 
not  yield  to  baljamks  and  ajlringents  in¬ 
ternally. 

Monfieur  Daran  has  publilhed  a  long, 
and  accurate  hiftory  of  cafes  and  cures  of 
that  fort,  which  happened  abroad.  I  Ihould- 
be  glad  to  know  the  caufes  affigned  for 

that  immenfe  number  of  alarming  and  a- 
mazing  inflances  of  gleets ,  caruncles ,  car - 
nojit ies9  excrefcences,  JlriBures,  fijlulas,  &c. 
They  use  no  Injections  there. 

My  obfervations  have  induced  me  to 
lufped:,  that  thofe  dire  diforders  often 
proceed  from  a  long  continued  difcharge 

of 
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of  matter* *,  the  corrofive  quality  of  it, 
varying  according  to  the  degrees  of  infec¬ 
tion,  and  different  habits  of  body. 

The  real  ftate  of  the  matter  will,  I 
believe,  at  length  prove,  that  if  twenty 
furgeons  Ihould  have  each  twenty  patients, 
and  as  many  different  modes  of  treat¬ 
ment,  each  furgeon  would  find  feme  cafes 
end  in  gleets ,  caruncles,  &c.  in  defiance 
to  the  greateft  fagacity  and  circumfpedtion : 
Admitting  too,  that  they  were  all  confin¬ 
ed  to  their  chambers. 

I  muff  here  mention  that  injections  are 
fo  far  from  caufing  gleets ,  that  I  have 
cured  fome  recent  claps ,  attended  with  old 
gleets  entirely  by  injections . 

•' '  ~  - .  - -  .  —  —  v.  -  1 

/ 

*  If  the  cure  be  Rubbered  over,  or  long  delayed, 
caruncle i  arife  in  the  urethra,  and  in  the  progrefs  of 
time,  *carnofity,  &c.  Wiseman. 


I 
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i  believe  you  do  not  forget  a  bad  cafe/ 
wherein  nbinje£lion  had  been  ufed,  and  yet 
the  patient  fuffered  mo  ft  of  the  inconve¬ 
niences  charged  to  that  account.  It  was' 
this. 

A  gentleman  of  fortune  applied  to  me 
in  great  agony,  with  a  total  fuppreffion 
of  urine  ;  after  I  had  relieved  him,  he  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  he  had  been  under  the 
care  of  a  furgeon  three  months  for  a 
clap,  and  envcighed  bitterly  againft  the 
treatment  he  had  undergone,  faying,-  he 
had  thereby  a  fwelling  brought  on  near 
the  anus.  On  examination  I  perceived 
an  abfcefs  forming  in  penned.  The  ne- 
ceffity  of  haftening  the  fuppuration,  and 
the  probability  of  his  urine  paffing  that 
way*  after  an  incifion  made  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  matter,  induced  me  to  propofe* 
you  in  confutation,  in  order  to  juftify 

the  propriety  of  my  proceedings,  and  to" 

parry 
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parry  the  thrufl  which  he  might  unjuft- 
Jy  make  at  me,  as  well  as  my  brother 

*  i 

furgeon. 

In  your  prefence  I  laid  open  the  ab- 
fcefs,  and  afterwards  at  the  firft  difcharge 
of  urine,  fome  part  of  it  according  to  our 
prediction,  paffed  that  way. 

The  introduction  of  a  fmall  bougie  ma- 

>  * 

nifefted  an  obftruCtion  in  the  urethra,  and 
on  that  account,  the  continual  ufe  of  bou¬ 
gies  was  advifed,  till  a  perfeCt  cure  was 
compleated,  which  came  to  pafs  in  three 

months  ;  and  to  this  time  he  remains  per- 

* 

feCtly  well. 

I  have  at  this  time  under  my  care  a 
furgeon,  afflicted  with  three  fijiulas, 
through  which  fome  of  the  urine  and  alio 
femen  were  difcharged ;  one  at  the  point 
of  the  left  buttock,  and  two  in  ferine?, 

the 


/ 
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the  confequences  of  a  clap  and  gleet  of 
fbme  months  duration,  which  he  had  al¬ 
together  treated,  without  tnjeflion.  He  is 
nearly  cured,  contrary  to  my  expectation, 
becaufe  his  profeffion  could  not  admit  of 
confinement,  but  obliged  him  to  ride  on 
horfe-back,  more  or  lefs  almoft  every  day. 

I  could  give  many  inftahees  of  fuch 
cafes. 

In  fine,  if  we  may  give  credit  to  the 
written  authorities  of  paft  ages,  caruncles , 
&c.  bear  ijearly  the  fame  date  as  claps . 

Whether  we  take  it  from  Wiseman,  fur- 
geon  to  King  Charles  2d ;  Theodore 
Turquet  de  Mayerne,  of  Geneva , 
Phyfician  to  King  James  ift.  Queen 
Anne,  and  King  Charles  ift ;  Fran¬ 
cis  Rachine,  Phyfician  of  Montpelier9 

1620. 
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1620.  or  from  John  Arden,  *  Efq;  one 
of  the  furgeons  to  King  Richard  2d,  and 
likewife  King  Henry  4th,  about  the 
years  1390,  1400, 

Compound  Claps  I  treat  in  another 
manner.  By  way  of  precaution,  I  admi- 
nifter  the  fame  medicines,  as  in  a  confirm¬ 
ed  pox ,  and  alfo  ufe  an  injeftion ,  becaufe 
I  am  well  fatisfied,  that  if  I  did  not  as 
much  as  poffible  prevent  the  corrofive 


*  Mr.  Becket,  a  furgeon,  in  a  letter  publifhedin 
the  philofophical  tranfa&ions  1720,  fays,  inhisfearch 
after  the  original  of  this  diftemper,  that  Arden  in  a 
manufcript  curioufly  written  on  vellum,  recites  the 
fymptoms,  phimcfis ,  paraphimofis ,  and  caruncles ,  as  at¬ 
tendants  on  the  licknefs  of  brenning ,  or  certain  inward 
heat,  with  excoriation  of  the  urethra  ;  fo  defined  in 
thole  days,  but  now  called  the  clap:  And  accordingly 

dire£b  a  lenient  injection  of  woman's  milk  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  oil  of  violets  ;  alfo  an  almond  milk  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe.  Tothefe  fmooth,  oily,  ( not  ajlringent )  injecti¬ 
ons,  relaxing  the  parts  too  much,  Becket  attri¬ 
butes  the  caufe  of  caruncles , 

G 


and 


^nd  virulent  matter  lying  long  in  the  ure¬ 
thra ,  the  blood  and  juices  would  become 
infeded,  before  any  internal  remedies 
might  prevail.  For  that  reafon,  I  verily 

1  1  %  '  i 

believe,  I  have  not  had  under  my  care  a 

4  t  ...  * 

twentieth  part  of  the  poxes,  which  would 
otherwife  have  happened. 

The  queftion  may  be ;  how’  are  com¬ 
pound  claps  diftinguithed  ?  I  confefs  it  is 
a  nice  point,  which  requires  quick  dif- 
cernment,  as  well  as  much  practice. 

V  ....  . 

Sometimes  indeed  the  fymptoms  in  gene- 

-  *  *■  *  . 

ral  appear  out  of  proportion,  in  a  higher 
degree ;  particularly  the  quantity  and 
colour  of  the  difcharged  matter,  which 
manifeft  the  greatest  virulence. 

r 

When  fuch  cafes  happen,  I  am  gene¬ 
rally  right  in  my  conjedure,  although  to 
remove  my  doubts,  I  intreat  my  patients 
to  fearch  out,  if  poffible,  the  fufpeded 

*  •  ''  '  *  »  ’  fc  <  ik".  :  % 

dub 
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r-  *  S 

(lutein  ea>  and  either  by  money  or  in  treaty, 
to  extort  the  truth  j  and  when  that  has 
Been  obtained,  I  have  not  found  myfelf 
iiiiftaken  above  tince  in  ten  cafes. 


Surgeons  therefore  ought  to  keep  this 
matter  in  view,  for  whatever  may  be  the 
method  of  cure,  if  the  cafe  is  treated  as 
a  fimple  clap9  a  pox  may  enfue,  and  bring 
difgrace  to  a  furgeon  of  the  firft  character. 

«  t  4  .  i 

I  have  had  many  patients  from  furgeons, 

:  r 

exclaiming  vehemently  againft  their  bad 

< .  »  *  • 

treatment  for  pox'tng  them ;  by  fuddenly 

•  »  *,  » 

flopping  a  two  months  running  of  yellow 

.  .  * 

matter,  with  electuaries,  &c*  but  haveal- 

*  *  .  *.  >  * 

ways  rectified  their  mifapprehenfions  by 

remonftrance,  or  reference  to  the  perfons 

*  * 

of  whom  the  difeafes  were  contracted ; 

‘f  *  -  1  *  '  i’ 

the  means  through  which  I  have  fome- 
times  acquired  the  appellation  of  a  good, 

k  *  t  .  •  •  t  ' 

prophet,  and  wiped  off  the  ftain  from  my 
brother-furgeons. 

G  2 
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Women  in  general  are  fooner  cured  of 
claps  than  men  by  injeffiion-,  for  although 
they  endure  the  fame  degree  of  virulence, 
yet  thofe  difcafes  in  the  latter  are  rendered 
more  obilinate,  by  frequent  erections, 
nodturnal  emiffions,  and  the  more  imme¬ 
diate  effect  of  the  urinous  falts.  Cir- 

V 

cumftances  which  I  omitted  to  mention 
before. 

I  now  come  to  the  dangerous  confe- 
quents  of  claps,  proceeding  from  that 
uninfedtious,  continued  difcharge  of  yel¬ 
low  matter,,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  gleet ,  which  by  negledt,  fooner 

*  fc-r  t  ^  r .  m.  t. 

or  later,  whatever  may  be  the  conjunct 
caufe,  moft  commonly  excites  a  heat  and 
difficulty  in  the  difcharge  of  the  femen.  as 
well  as  urine y  the  flream  of  the  latter 
being  alfo  gradually  diminiffied,  by  a  con¬ 
traction  of,  or  an  obftrudtion  in  the  ure¬ 
thra ,  till  in  the  end,  a Jlrangury>  or  total 
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fupprejjion  of  urine  fupervenes,  often  pro¬ 
ductive  of  abfcejfes  and  Jiftulas ,  in  pene> 
perineoyfcroto  and  buttocks .  Dire  Dis¬ 
orders  !  often  worfe  than  the  flone  or 
gout,  or  even  death  itfelf ;  therefore  may 
juftly  be  ranked  among  the  Opprobria 
Cbirurgoru?n>  notwithflanding  a  cure  may 
be  commonly  obtained  by  a  ikilful  appli¬ 
cation  of  bougies . 

That  we  are  now  pofTeffed  of  one  remedy 
is  mod  certainly  a  great  bleffing,  but  even 
the  remedy  itfelf  is  commonly  fo  tedious, 
irkfome,  and  difficult  to  be  complied  with, 
that  many  perfons,  (I  dare  aver,  fome 
hundreds  within  the  bills  of  mortality) 
prefer  the  preient  inconveniences  of  a  very 
bad  gleet,  and  rifque  the  event  of  its 
confequences,  rather  than  lubmit  to  the 
ufe  of  bougies  ;  whence,  among  the  mul«* 

i 

titude,  many  perfons  become  Victims  to 
their  ill-tirnd  refolutions. 


It 
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f  *  ,  '  ■  %  ,<*  1  ^ 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  no' 
other  remedy  for  the  cure  of  gleets  in  ge¬ 
neral,  previous  to  the  invafion  of  thofe 
tremendous  confequent  fymptoms,  has  yet 
been  invented  :  poffibly  it  may  exift,  and 
in  time  be  brought  to  light,  through  the 

^  »  t  % 

ftudy  and  application  of  fome  diligent 
perfon.  Such  an  event  would  fignalize 
the  ingenuity  of  the  inventor,  as  well 
as  fill  his  coffers,  and  the  deferved  praifes 
of  the  prefent  as  well  as  fiicceeding  gene- 
’  rations  would  tranfmit  his  fame  to  the 
latefl  pofterity. 

For  my  own  part,  I  would  fuftain  any 
pofiible  labour  of  body  or  mind  to  ex¬ 
plore  fo  valuable  an  acquisition ;  notwith- 

«  >,  »  *  '  . 
flanding  there  wrould  be  little  probability 

•  •  / 

of  my  enjoying  more,  than  the  pleafing 

t 

reflection  of  having  contributed  to  the  eaie 
and  happinefs  of  my  fellow  creatures. 

*  •  1  *  *  j  1  *  \  j 
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I  have  already  made  fome  attempts  to 
that  laudable  purpofe ;  fome  of  which 
have  fucceeded  to  my  fanguine  expectation, 
as  one  to  four ,  but  others  have  defeated 

the  fame  means,  and  forced  me  to  thedkr- 

> '  * 

nier  rejfort ,  bougies .  Neverthelefs,  I  pur¬ 
pofe  to  perflft  in  that  work,  in  order  to 
make  as  great  a  progrefs,  as  my  health 

fv  '  '  - 

and  life  will  admit. 

•  -  *  *  * 

V 

If  I  (hould  arrive  at  the  fatisfaftion  of 

i  .  *  •  V  '  *  (  • 

greater  fuccefs,  in  any  manner  worthy 
your  notice,  I  ffiall  chearfully  fubmit  the 

hiftory  of  fuch  cafes  to  your  difcerning 

*  '  /  •/  4 

eye. 

In  relation  to  gleets ,  I  believe,  many 
miftakes  are  committed.  It  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  meet  with  perfons,  who  have 
firfl:  attended  furgeons,  one,  two  or  three 
months  with  a  clap,  and  having  then  a 

{diffidence  of  their  Jkill,  apply  to  others 

,  V*  *  «  i  1  •  '  •  *•  t  *  * 


not 


(  48  ) 

not  more  fkilful ;  for  on  perceiving  the 
linen  much  ftained  with  a  yellow  running, 
they  pronounce  the  infection  is  not  remov¬ 
ed,  and  therefore  put  them  under  a  fecond 
courfe  of  mercurials ,  purging ,  &c.  which, 
if  they  knew  well  how  to  diftinguilh  a 

gleet  from  a  clap ,  they  would  moft  cer- 

■* 

tainly  have  avoided. 

Now,  for  the  fake  of  fuch  furgeons, 
who  alfo  are  apt  to  judge  that  the  infec¬ 
tion  remains  fo  long  as  the  linen  is  ting’d 
with  yellow  colour,  I  hereby  allure  them  of 
a  truth,  that  neither  the  quality  or  quan^ 
tity  of  the  difcharge  in  appeafance,  is  a 
Jure  diagnoftic  of  a  clap . 

Very  many  gleets  retain  a  deep  yellow 
colour,  and  often  run  as  much  or  more 
than  the  greater  part  of  claps9  without 
containing  the  lead:  infe&ion  :  neverthe- 
lefs,  there  is  a  degree  of  acrimony,  fuffi- 

cient 
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dent  to  produce  an  inflammatory  rednefs 
of  the  glans,  and  heat  of  urine  $  very  fimilar 
to  the  effedts  of  an  infectious  virulence. 

Many  patients  have  applied  to  me 
whofe  gleets  have  commenced  before  mar¬ 
riage,  but  who  have  not  required  my  af-* 
flftance  till  after  the  expiration  of  fome 
years  :  They  had  often  been  alarmed  with 
the  above  recited  fymptoms,  after  a  day’s 
riding,  or  a  chearful  glafs,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  wives  and  children  remained 
in  perfedt  health.  A  clear  proof  of  unin- 
fedtious  matter. 

;  "  d  ■'  'if  ,'it  _  '•  ■; 

A  fwelled  tefticle  is  the  common  con- 
fequence  of  a  clapi  and  fonietimes  an  at¬ 
tendant  on  a  gleet ,  efpecially  during  the 
ttfe  of  bougies ,  if  they  give  much  pain. 

•  % 

Several  caufes  have  been  afligmed  for 
that  accident.  Some  furgeon&,fay,  that  it 
proceeds  from  a  cold,  attended  with  a 

H  flight 
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flight  fever,  which  flopping  rhe  dlfcharge, 
fixes  it  ufually  in  that  gland.  Others  are 
of  opinion  that  as  foon  as  the  teflicle  is 
fwelled,  the  patient  is  poxed,  particularly, 
if  they  aifcover  that  inj  Bions  have  been 
applied;  fo  great  is  their  prejudice  or 
ignorance  :  and  yet,  as  I  have  before  laid, 
the  compofitlon  of  the  injections,  whether 
innocent  or  otherwife,  is  totally  unknown 
to  them... 

-  *  f . I  *  ;  -».*•.  ,  Vi  »  -  sj  A  J 

:  c  ,  ~  .  j  • .  ,  •  :  'lr 

Other  caufes  are  alfo  affigned  by 

authors  ;  but  to  fet  the  matter  in  its  true 

light,  as  far  as  I  am  capable,  I  w7ould  ad« 

*  1  -  -  *. 

vife  furgeons  to  infpedl  narrowly  into  fuch 
cafes,  and  then  I  believe  they  will  be  con- 
vinced  that  a  fuppreflion  of  the  running  is 

•  C  •  *  **’  ■*  ^  *  ...  %  A.  y  _  — *»> 

•• 

not  the  cauf e ,  but  effect  of  a  fwelled  tefti- 

v.  > 

cle ;  for  during  a  jull difcha.rge  of  matter, . , 
pain  firft  feizes  the  teflicle^  and  within 
twenty- four  hours  the  tumour  commonly 
appears,  and  then  the  running  ceafes  either 

r  t  .  ^  _  .y  „  ^ 

-  -  *  ;  '  wholly 
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wholly  or  in  part ;  the  fame  effects  are  alfo 
produced  frequently,  during  the  ufe  of 
bougies ,  when  there  is  a  very  copious 
difcharge,  without  the  leaft  colour  of  rea- 
fon  for  a  fuppofed  infection. 

From  a  fuppofition  cf  pocky  matter 
being  lodged  in  the  tefticles,  it  has  been 
a  common  practice,  after  bleeding,  to 
give  calomel  and  purges ,  and  to  apply  alone 

,  f 

or  in  cataplafms,  mercurial  ointment  > 
the  readied;  means  of  continuing  the  fe¬ 
ver,  and  either  caufing  a  fcirrbus  or  im- 
pojlumation  of  thofe  glands ;  whereas,  if 
they  had  taken  away  eight  or  ten  ounces 
of  blood,  fomented  with  milk,  poulticed 
with  bread,  milk  and  oil,  applied  a 
bag  trufs,  and  in  the  mean  time,  admini- 
ftered  a  fudorijic  narcotic  dofe,  three  times 
in  twenty-four  hours,  during  three  or 
four  days,  they  would  moft  commonly  ■ 
have  vanquiihed  the  fever  in  that  time  ; 

the  pain  would  have  ceafed  gradually  and 

H  2  the 
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'v.  #  '  ,  * 

the  tumour  foon  after  fubfided  ’without 
any  confequent  fymptom  of  venereal  mat¬ 
ter  remaining  in  the  blood.  Salts  and 
manna,  might  occafionally  be  advifed. 

I  have  known  many  inflances  of  the 
running  being  flopped,  while  it  was  vi¬ 
rulent,  from  one,  to  three  or  four  weeks, 
by  an  intenfe  fever,  without  any  other 
venereal  fymptom  happening  thereupon; 
which  time  has  confirmed,  and  therefore 
demonflrates  that  when,  the  tefticles  are 
fwelled,  no  pocky  matter  is  lodged  there, 
and  lhat  during  the  ablence  of  the  run¬ 
ning,  the  blood  does  not  become  conta¬ 
minated. 

i  r  r  r  '  -  .  *  , 

•  fr  «  0\  4  .  -  - 

Phimojis  is  a  common,  and,  if  ill-treated, 
alfo  dangerous  fymptom.  It  more  fre¬ 
quently  attends  perfons,  who  have  natu¬ 
rally  th zpreputium  long  and  difficult  to  be 
drawn  back ;  and  is  often  caufed  by  the 
corrofiye  matter  of  a  clap  lodging  between 

■»  ,  V 

that 
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that  and  the  glans,  as  well  as  by  chancres. 
The  practice  of  fome  furgeons  has  been, 
to  Jlit  the  preputium ,  fo  far  as  to  expofe 
the  glans  entirely  to  view ;  and  of  others 
the  application  of  mercurial  ointment, 

I  have  never  more  than  twice  been  urged 
to  the  painful  neceffity  of  the  former ; 
and  the  latter  I  do  not  approve  of.  Emol-> 
lient  fomentations  and  cataplafms,  and  an 
injection,  totally  void  of  mercury ,  have 
ever  anfwered  my  purpofe,  and  fpeedily 

*  V  -  '•  Is  \ 

too.  A  threatning  gangrene  and  large 
warts,  are,  I  think,  the  only  cafes  where¬ 
in  dividing  the  preputium  can  be  fairly 
^uftified. 

Venereal  warts  on  the  glans  penis ,  and 
on  the  infide  of  the  preputium  are  a  diforder 
more  troublefome  and  difagreeable  than 
dangerous :  notwithftanding  fome  furgeons 
have  imagined  that  from  them  the  blood 

mi^ht 
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might  be  contaminated,  and  others  that 
they  proceed  from  venereal  matter  already 
exifting  in  the  blood ;  for  which  reafons, 
they  have  falivated  their  patients ;  but  to 
their  great  difappointment  the  warts  have 
remained  in  jlatu  quo ,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  has  not  been  mended. 

To  rectify  in  future  thofe  falfe  ideas,  if 
they  will  only  employ  the  fcijjars ,  where 
they  can  be  admitted  ;  and  where  not, 

make  ufe  of  a  mild  cauftic  ;  the  patient 
will  be  cured  without  any  other  means, 
and  fuccefs  prove  that  my  advice  is  right. 

They  will  fometimes  return,  and  the 

* 

fame  means  mu  ft  be  repeated,  till  they  are 
totally  eradicated.  I  am  inclined  to  con- 
elude,  that  they  may  be  communicated 
from  one  to  another,  by  perfons  who  have 
no  other  venereal  diforder. 


It 
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It  is  well  known  that  I  cure  poxes,  from 
the  flighted:  chancre  to  foul  bones ,  with¬ 
out  falivation ,  mercurial  ointment  *,  or  con¬ 
finement,  even  in  winter  ;  in  an  eafy, 
pleafant  and  fure  manner,  admitting  my 
patients  to  follow  their  bufinefs  and 
amufements  within  moderate  reftrid:ionsr 

The  certainty  of  my  method  having 
been  repeatedly  confirmed,  I  fhall  add 
only  a  few  very  extraordinary  cafes  to  this 
letter,  in  order  to  illuftrate  what  I  have 
before  done. 

~  .  *  4  *  l  r  '  ,  4  .i  %/  *  l  *  y  :  #  '  1 

There  are  many  perfons,  who  were  ne¬ 
ver,  or  at  leaft  flightly,  afFedted  with  one 
fymptom  of  this  difeafe,  yet  in  their  own 


*  Some  perfons  yet  imagine  that  I  adminifter  cor- 
rofive  fublimate  of  mercury,  and  others  have  avowed 
that  I  do  fo  5  therefore  I  hereby  folemnly  difayow  that 
practice. 


phrafe. 
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phrafe,  are  rotting  gradually  with  a  drj 
fox  ;  running  to  and  fro,  from  one  fur- 
geon  to  another,  highly  diffatisfied  with 
thofe  who  will  not  attentively  liften  to 
their  tedious  tales,  implicitly  believe  them, 
and  are  too  honeft  to  adminifter  a  farrago 
of  unnecefj'ary  medicines  ;  which,  if  done, 
would  make  no  alteration  in  their  imagina¬ 
ry  evils  :  They  pay  their  money  with  dif- 
content  to  perfons  who  undertake  their 
cure,  for  not  having  fucceeded  to  their 
wifhes,  and  apply  to  others  ;  whether 
regular  furgeons  or  otherwife,  it  matters 
not;  till  at  length  a  real  difeafe  of  the 
body  takes  place,  and  puts  an  end  to  their 
forrows. 

Such  vifionary  diftreffes  may  probably 
take  their  rife  from  fome  doubtful  mat¬ 
ters.  Excoriations  or  erofons  often  appear 
on  the  infide  of  the  preputium  near  the 
crown  of  the  glans ;  fometimes  occasion¬ 
ed 
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ed  by  venereal  matter  recently  contracted, 
and  at  other  times  from  heated  and  acrid 
urine,  mixed  with  the  dried  mucus  and 
lodging  in  that  part,  efpecially  if  the  cu¬ 
ticle  has  been  before  eroded  ;  for  then  it 
is  fooneft  hurt,  and  hot  feldom  inclines 
the  furgeon  as  well  as  the  patient,  injudi- 
cioufly  to  make  a  ferious  matter  of  it,  and 
to  pronounce  that  the  blood  is  tainted 
with  the  venereal  virus  ;  at  leaft  that  the 
cure  of  thofe  former  erojtons  was  not  duly 
performed.  From  thence  anxiety  and 
perplexing  revolutions  of  thought  become 
gradually  rooted,  and  wear  out  a  life,  to 
which  death  is  preferable.  Some  doubts 

alfo  of  that  fort  are  frequently  formed, 
from  the  appearance  of  fmall  pimples,  the 

effeCt  only  of  impure  embraces,  with  wo¬ 
men  at  an  improper  time. 


To  difcover  the  fallacy  of  thofe  fug- 
geftions,  I  advife  the  patient  to  wafh  the 
fufpeCted  part  night  and  morning  with 

I  warm 
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warm  water  only ;  becaufe  if  his  com¬ 
plaints  are  immaterial,  that  only  is  fuffici- 
ent ;  but  if  otherwife,  I  {land  juflified  in 
taking  other  meafures  for  a  cure. 

When  an  hardnefs  remains,  after  the 

Superficial  cure  of  a  chancre ,  allowing  for 

1*  ■  J 

the  cicatrix ,  the  adt  of  coition  will  renew 
the  forenefs  of  the  part,  and  often  the 
fuppuration  ;  therefore  without  due  and 
fpeedy  precaution  in  the  adminiflration 
of  proper  medicines,  the  cafe  may  end  in 
a  confirmed  pox. 

A  gentleman,  an  utter  ftranger  to  me, 
four  years  ago,  but  now  my  intimate 
acquaintance  and  friend,  near  fifty  years 
old,  in  the  full  ftrength  of  body,  as 
well  as  underftanding  in  other  affairs  of 
life,  was  fo  deeply  affedted  with  the  hor- 

t 

ror  of  a  fiuppofed  difeafe,  that  words  will 
fcarcely  defcribe  his  diftrefs.  He  called 

it  a  dry  pox ,  and  would  confufedly  and 

in- 


i 
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inceflantly  enumerate  fymptom  after  fymp- 
tom,  which  had  no  folid  foundation  for 
their  fupport,  till  the  tears  trickled  from 
.  his  eyes.  He  firft  applied  to  a  nominal 
dodtor,  for  the  cure  of  a  flight  excoriation 
under  the  preputium .  During  five  months 
he  took  a  large  quantity  of  medicines, 
which  fometimes  brought  him  to  the 
verge  of  a  falivation .  I  made  a  determined 
point  of  curing,  if  poffible,  this  miferable 
objedt ;  by  forbidding  totally  the  ufe  of 
medicines,  giving  him  full  liberty  to 
call  on  me  as  often  as  he  chofe,  and  fur¬ 
thermore  by  way  of  giving  him  the  fulled 
indulgence  in  the  recital  of  his  difmal 
and  tedious  narration,  he  occafionally 
dined  with  me  ;  and  although  I  had  often 
refuted  his  groundlefs  apprehenfions,  it  re¬ 
quired  two  years  to  accomplilh  that  great 
work.  But  he  now  retains  mens  fana> 
in  cor  pore  fana  :  minim  efl  ! 

I  a 


Another  * 
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Another  fet  of  objects  are  equally  as 
miferable  from  a  real  caufe  of  complaints. 
Some  fuffer  from  the  negligence,  or  want 
of  fagacity  in  the  furgeon,  or  wholly 
from  their  own  mifcondud:,  having  de¬ 
ceived  themfelves  as  well  as  their  fur- 

m 

geons  ;  anxioufly  and  daily  pleading  for 
the  utmoft  exertion  of  ikill  towards  a 

% 

fpeedy  and  certain  cure,  while  they 

incautioufly,  and  often  willfully  evade  the 
means  to  obtain  that  end.  If  indeed 
they  would  generoufly  charge  their  even¬ 
tual  fufferings  to  their  own  account, 
and  exculpate  the  furgeon,  their  omiffi- 
ons  and  follies  would  be  rendered  more 
tolerable  ;  but  whatever  happens,  whether 
it  be  a  rplapfe,  a  prolongation  or  failure 
of  cure,  or  the  falfe  intimation  of  another 
furgeon,  that  all  is  not  well,  the  fault 
never  lies  at  their  own  door. 


There 
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There  are  other  cafes  not  uncommon  j 
which  lurk  under  the  difguife  of  other 
difeafes ;  as  the  gouty  rbeumatifm,  fcurvj , 

leprofy 9  confumption  y  or  diforders  called  ner¬ 
vous  :  or  according  to  the  ufual  cant,  are 

caufed  by  rpercury  lying  in  their  bones. 

Under  thefe  circumdances*  it  is  not  to 
be  expedted  that  patients  can  decide  for 
themfelves  :  they  therefore  apply  to  phy- 
ficians  or  furgeons,  who  are  placed  in  the 
fird  rank  of  general  practice,  but  whofe 
opinion  and  treatment  are  not  always 
confident  with  the  real  date  of  their  cafes. 

Many  indances  of  .his  fort  verify  the  af- 
fertion. 

There  are  yet  another  kind  of  patients, 
who  have  been  perfectly  well  cured,  not 
having  the  lead  real  fymptom  of  the  dif- 
eafe  remaining,  but  who  are  fo  prepoffef- 
fed  with  the  difficulty,  or  great  uncer¬ 
tainty 
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tainty  of  the  venereal  matter  being  totally 
fubdued  and  expelled,  that  from  an  acci¬ 
dental  pain  in  the  nofe,  head,  groin  or 
ether  farts,  or  from  fpontaneous  pimples 
in  the  face  or  body,  are  reduced  to  a  de¬ 
jection  of  mind,  capable  of  forming  to 
themfelves  the  identity  of  a  multitude  of 
vifionary  fymptoms,  which  never  had  ex¬ 
igence  in  the  venereal  difeafe. 

To  cure  perfons  of  this  complexion, 
wrho  in  effeCt  have,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expreffion,  a  foxed  mind ;  requires 
more  rhetorical  eloquence  and  art  of  rea¬ 
soning  than  I  believe,  moft  men  are  en¬ 
dowed  with.  If  they  can  be  perfuaded 
By  any  one  furgeon,  to  apply  to  no  other, 
and  to  omit  all  medicines,  till  time  alone 
can  expofe  the  fallacy  of  their  doubts  and 
falfe  ideas,  he  will  perform  a  talk  almoft 
next  to  a  miracle,  and  may  affix  an  high 
eftimation  on  the  power  of  his  oratory. 


I 
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I  lately  knew  a  very  good  phyfician,  and 
a  learned  and  fenfible  man,  who  was  on 
the  point  of  matrimony.  He  had  been 
feverely  afflidted  with  a  confirmed  pox ,  and 

had  taken  more  medicines,  by  his  own 
account,  than  might  have  vanquifhed  his 
difeafe  five  times  over ;  yet  fo  great  was 
the  diffidence  of  his  own  judgment  and 
others  whom  he  had  confulted,  that  he 
became  the  vidtim  of  death ;  the  mere  ef- 
fedt  of  deep  anxiety  and  his  own  prefcrip- 
tions. 

I  have  difcourfed  with  him  for  an  hour 
at  a  time  in  many  of  his  vifits.  He  would 
leave  me  to  appearance  with  a  tranquil 
mind  and  great  fpirits,  fully  convidted  of 

his  own  tormenting  milapprehenfions, 
and  reconciled  to  my  advice  :  but  fcon 
after  he  had  left  me,  would  retire  to  his 
houfe,  and  give  the  utmofi:  latitude  to  his 
agitated,  and,  1  fuppofe,  diftradted  mind. 

The 
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‘The  following  cafes  will,  I  hope,ferve 
in  fome  meafure ,  not  only  to  illuf- 
trate  the  fubjeSl  of  my  former  nar¬ 
rative *;  but  alfo  to  prove  the Jalu- 
tary  virtues ,  'extraordinary  power , 
and  efficacy  of  my  medicines . 

» 

CASE  I. 


A  Servant  of  his  Majesty’s  houfliold 
was  infe&ed,  according  to  his  own 
account,  with  fo  many  chancres ,  as  almoft 
covered  the  penis ;  and  put  him  in  fear 
of  loling  it.  He  applyed  to  an  apo¬ 
thecary,  and  in  two  months  a  bubo  appear-* 
ed  in  the  groin,  which  was  difeufled,  and 
fome  time  after  returned.  For  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  he  took  medicines  nine  months. 


*  Salivation  not  neceflary,  &c. 


and 
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and  was  then  feized  with  giddinefs  and 
ficknefs ;  loft  his  appetite  and  flefh  ;  and 
foon  became  afflidled  with  nocturnal  pains 
in  the  thighs,  knees  and  legs  ;  an  erup¬ 
tion  over  the  whole  body,  and  an  ulcer 
in  the  throat.  In  this  fituation  he  was  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  an  eminent  phyfician,  who 
prefcribed  medicines  for  him  one  year, 
and  then,  believing  him  to  be  in  a  con- 
fumption,  declared  that,  in  his  opinion, 
neither  he  or  any  other  man  could  cure 
hirm 

In  March  1769,  he  walked  with  the 
greateft  difficulty  to  my  houfe  ;  informed 
me  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  do  his 
duty  lince  May,  1768,  and  could  not  eat 
or  fleep  with  any  comfort,  on  account  of 
the  intolerable  pains  which  he  fuffered  in 
his  legs.  He  was  much  emaciated,  had 
a  large  node  on  each  fhin  bone,  and  an  ul¬ 
cer  in  his  throat,  which  occafioned  his 

* 

K  breath 
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breath  to  be  extremely  oftenfive  to  him 
fel-f. 


It  is  a  vulgar  adage,  that  faith  in  the 
dottor  is  half  the  cure ;  be  that  as  it  may, 

my  promife  of  a  fpeedy  cure  railed  his 

«■  "  / 

drooping  fpirits. 


I  diredlly  gave  him  my  medicines^ 

i  * 

which  relieved  him  in  a  week ;  fo  much 
that  he  could  fleep  comfortably,  and  his 
appetite  prompted  him  to  be  his  own 
|  cook. 

At  the  end  of  three  weeks  he  began  to 
do  his  duty,  but  left  he  fliould  take  cold, 
I  advifed  him  to  avoid  all  bufinefs  till 
May  ;  when  he  went  to  Richmond ,  per¬ 
formed  his  ufual  bufinefs,  was  perfe&ly 
cured,  and  remains  well  to  this  day  $ 
which  the  officers  of  his  Majefty’s  meufe 
are  ready  to  teftify. 


i 


CASE 

Y  i 
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CASE  II. 

A  Poor  farmer,  in  June,  1768,  con¬ 
tracted  a  clap  and  a  chancre ,  and 
at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  a  bubo  formed 

'  '  ,v 

in  the  groin,  which  difcharged  itfelf  for 
fome  weeks,  and  healed  without  any  ap¬ 
plication  ;  then  he  applied  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  gentlemen. 

ift,  A  furgeon ,  under  whofe  care  he 
continued  three  weeks. 

2dly,  Another  furgeon9  who  cured  the 
clap  and  chancre ,  by  rubbing  in  mercurial 
ointment  and  giving  him  medicines  two 
months.  During  this  treatment,  three 
ulcers  appeared,  one  on  the  eyelid  and 
one  on  each  lide  of  the  neck,  then, 

3dly,  A  chymift ,  who  thinking  him 
paft  recovery,  advifed  him  to  go  to, 

K  2  4*hly, 


£_*- 

(  68  ) 

4thly,  A  fhyjtcian ,  who  Ordered  him 
to  bath  every  night  in  warm  water, 
which  he  performed  ten  times,  but  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  great  weaknefs,  put  himfelf, 

5 thly ,  Under  the  care  of  two  furgeons ; 
having  then  nocturnal  pains  in  the  head 

»  it, 

and  limbs,  and  a  fever.  They  bled  him 
three  times,  gave  him  medicines  ten  days, 
ordered  him  to  rub  mercurial  ointment 
twice  on  his  thins,  and  then  directed  him 
to  go, 

6thly,  For  the  advice  of  fome  hofpital 
furgeons . 

He  obeyed  their  order  and  was  admit¬ 
ted  into  an  hofpital ;  where  he  remained 

,  four  months*  taking  medicines,  and  ufing 
mercurial  ointment  about  ten  times.  The 

- ulcer  in  his  throat  was  cured,  but  his 
pains  remained,  and  he  was  ctherwife  fo 
ill  with  a  fever,  and  fo  much  reduced,  that 
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for  the  benefit  of  better  air,  and  to  efcape 
death,  he  was  difcharged  from  the  hof- 
pital,  and  conveyed  to  his  own  houfe,  in 
Spit  a  l  Fields, 

His  landlord  and  another  gentleman 
being  informed  of  his  diflrefs,  made  me 
a  vifit,  and,  at  their  defire,  I  went  along 
with  them  to  fee  this  poor  objed:,  ia 

June,  1769. 

He  then  fuffered  continual  pains  in  the 
head  and  limbs,  the  ulcer  in  his  throat 
was  returned,  his  ankles  and  one  knee  were 
much  fwelled,  and  he  had  an  hedtic  fever 
in  an  high  degree ;  fo  much  emaciated, 
that  he  really  appeared  to  be  nothing 
more  than  fkin  and  bone ;  had  been  confin¬ 
ed  to  his  bed  from  the  fourth  day  after  his 
difeharge  from  the  hofpital,  and  when 
I  faw  him,  he  had  not  ftrength  to  rife 
without  affiftance. 

s  I 
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I  had  no  profpeft  to  imagine  that  I 
could  even  relieve  this  miferable  man, 
notwithftanding,  I  gave  him  my  medi<= 
cines :  however,  in  one  week  he  arofe 
from  his  bed,  went  down  flairs,  remain¬ 
ed  up  four  hours,  increafed  daily  in  fpirits, 
flrength  and  appetite ;  in  three  weeks 

walked  to  make  a  vifit  to  his  landlord,  in 

\  •_  »  « 

Cheapfide,  and  in  three  more  walked  to 
parliament  Street ,  to  fetch  his  medicines, 
and  convince  me  of  his  furprifing  reco¬ 
very.  In  a  few  months  he  was  perfectly 
cured,  and  remains  well  to  this  day. 

«*»■  ,  i  ..  *  .  *  *  ‘  ’ 

The  gentlemen  who  employed  me,  ge- 
neroufly  paid  for  his  cure,  and  will  attell 
the  truth  of  it. 

CASE  III. 

A  Reputable  tradefman  in  the  city  of 
London  contracted  a  chancre,  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  furgeon,  and  in  fix  weeks,  to 

ap- 
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appearance,  was  well.  Three  months 
afterwards  he  was  feized  with  pains  in 
his  head  and  back,  and  again  confulted 
the  fame  furgeon,  who  imagined  his  dis¬ 
order  was  rheumatic ,  and  gave  him  fome 
medicines  ;  but  the  pains  continuing,  he 
advifed  with  different  gentlemen. 

i  ft,  A  very  eminent  phyfician ,  who 
took  the  cafe  for  a  rheumatic  gouty  and  pre- 
icribed  accordingly.  No  benefit  accruing 
from  taking  medicines  nine  months,  he 
was  ordered  into  the  country. 

2dly,  Another  phyjician y  who  declared 
that  the  former  phyfician’s  prefcriptions 
were  foreign  to  the  cafe ;  prefcribed  for 
him  four  months  without  effedl,  and  then 
recommended  country  air  and  kitchen 
phyfic. 

jdly.  An  eminent  hofpital  furgeon  •> 
the  patient  fufpedting  the  difeafe  to  be  ve¬ 
nerea/. 
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nereal.  However  the  former  diffenting 
in  opinion,  advifed  retirement  only  into 
the  country  for  a  time. 

4thly,  A  foreign  furgeon ,  wrho  faid  it 
was  the  gouty  and  gave  him  medicines 

for  that  difeafe  four  months ;  when  he 
became  worfe  in  fie  ad  of  better. 

^thly.  An  Italian  doElor,  who  attended 
and  gave  him  medicines  fix  months. 
Being  then  in  fo  bad  a  ftate,  that  he  him- 
felf  and  his  friends  defpaired  of  his  life, 
a  gentleman  of  his  acquaintance,  delired 
me  to  vifit  him.  Having  more  bulinefs 

than  I  could  eafily  manage,  I  requefted 
that  he  w  ould  come  in  a  coach  or  fedan, 
to  my  houle,  but  his  friends  affuring  me 
that  he  could  not  poffibly  comply  with 
my  requeft,  I  therefore  waited  on  him, 
and  beheld  a  moft  miferable  objedt,  in  the 
greatefl  defpair  imaginable  $  having  en¬ 
dured 
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dured  confinement  two  years  from  his  bd- 
finefs,  by  a  painful  difeafe,  with  the  threat-* 
Using  profped:  of  inevitable  death; 

He  was  amazingly  emaciated,  had 
thirty  nine  ulcers  in  his  legs,  and  his  pains 

ivere  fo  exceffive,  that  he  was  almoft  a 
Granger  to  food  and  fleep  ;  he  could  not 
fuffer  his  legs  to  hang  down,  but,  as  he 

dreaded  the  warmth  of  the  bed,  com¬ 
monly  layed  upon  it  almoft;  all  the  day;  and 
till  four  in  the  morning,  before  he  could 
repofe  a  few  hours  in  it: 


At  my  departure,  he  begged  to  know 
when  I  intended  to  fee  him  again  ;  I  re¬ 
plied,  never  more  therey  becaufe  I  expert- 

i  t  ■*  -  ■*  •  *  - 

ed  he  would  vifit  me  in  Parliament-ftreet, 

*  '  ,  '  "•  1  i .  .. 

in  a  month,  and  that  I  (hould  foon  reftore 

*  %  '  J  \  *  •  4  •  1 

him  to  perfect  health. 


«  '  .  J 

He  commericed  taking  my  nntlvehereal 
jnedicines,  and  on  the  fiineteefith  da f 
K  h  mad# 
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made  me  a  viiit*  to  convince  me  that  all 
the  ulcers  were  healed,  except  two,  about 
the  fize  of  a  filver  three  pence ;  he  loft 
his  pains  ;  foon  after  returned  to  bufinefs ; 
has  remained  well  ever  fince,  being  more 
than  three  years  j  and  is  now  grown  fat, 

w 

a 

He  will  recite  his  cafe*  to  any  enqui* 
ring  fellow-fufterer,  or  any  gentleman 
who  will  go  to  him  with  a  line  in  my 
name* 

CASE  IV. 

In  July,  1 768* 

A  Young  tradefman  contracted  a  clap  $ 

at  the  end  of  five  weeks,  four 
chancres  appeared  on  the  penis,  and  in 
November  a  bubo  in  the  groin  began  to 
form.  He  applied  to  a  furgeon  during 

that  time>  took  medicines,  ufed  mercuri - 

* 

cl  ointment  and  the  warm  bath,  and  went 

into 


(  7-5  ) 

Snto  the  country,  but  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
turn  in  fourteen  days  on  account  of  the 
fuppuration  of  the  bubo,  which  was  laid 
open,  and  then  he  was  falivated fix  weeks  : 

after  which,  not  being  fo  well  as  he  ex- 

\ 

pedted,  another  eminent  furgeon  was  con- 
fulted,  who,  obferving  that  he  had  taken 
and  ufed  too  much  mercurial  medicine  and 

r  v  .  U  *  V 

ointpient,  directed  the  ufe  of  the  bark , 
which  he  continued  to  take  fix  months. 

*  -c  *•  .  '*  ».  .  ’  •  .  ' 

In  June,  1769,  he  applied  to  me  ;  ema¬ 
ciated,  dejedted,  weak  and  feverifb.  On 
perceiving  a  fmall  ulcer  in  feroto \  the  bubo. 
not  cicatrized,  and  fmall  abfeefies  forming 
in  different  parts  of  the  body  and  limbs, 

I  fufpedted  that  the  venereal  matter  was^ 
not  totally  exhaufted,  and  therefore  gave 
him  my  antivenereal  medicines,  which 
did  not  procure  the  defired  effedt ;  for 
inftead  of  the  fever  vanifhing,  as  it  has 
^eften  happened  in  venereal  cafes,  it  ra«- 

L  2  thef 


s 


(  ?b  ) 


ther  increafed  ;  the  appetite  did  not  rrjend; 
the  flrength  became  more  impaired ;  the 
ulcer  in  fcroto  did  not  heal ;  the  abfceffes 

increafed  in  number,  and  were  fpon  fuc- 
ceeded  by  more  than  an  hundred  ulcerous 
eruptions  from  the  hips  to  the  ankles.  Con¬ 
cluding  from  thefe  circumftances,  that  the 

■i  V  ■  •  *  v  4  >  *  -  *• 

texture  of  the  blood  was  almoll  deftroyed, 

and  that  the  habit  of  body  was  reduced  to 

*  »  -  ,  ■  «" 

that  date,  which  is  commonly  termed  fcor - 
Imtky  I  direftly  put  him  under  a  courfe 
or  my  antifcorbutic  medicines.  In  a  fort¬ 
night  the  good  effedfs  of  them  were  mani- 
feft  2  his  fpirits,  ftrength  and  appetite  re¬ 
turned,  and  every  fymptom  bore  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  recovery,  but  the  weather 
proving  unfavourable,  he  took  cold,  arid 
a  fever  feized  him  violently,  which  I  fear¬ 


ed  would  have  deftroyed  him  ;  he  hap- 
pily  efcaped,  and  I  repeated  my  medicines; 
till  he  was  perfectly  recovered,  and  he  is 


now 


(  77  ) 

flow  ready  to  atteft  the  truth  of  this  nar«» 
ration. 


Thus  have  1  prefented  to  your  view  my 

% 

new  thoughts,  &c.  and  yet  after  all  I  have 
faid  and  done,  I  muft  candidly  confefs, 
that  I  am  too  often,  but  juftly  reminded 
of  the  incapacity  of  man  to  attain  to 
Perfection. 

Having  exceeded  the  limits  of  a  letter* 
and  tried  your  patience,  I  {hall  only  add, 
that  if  the  ballance  fhould  turn  in  my  fa¬ 
vour,  by  affording  you  the  fmalleft  fatif- 
fadtion,  in  the  perufal  of  thefe  {heets,  it 
will  give  no  fmall  pleafure  to  him,  who 
is  with  the  utmoft  deference  and  efteem, 

S  I  R, 

\  ■  *■  t  f. 


your  moft  obliged,  and 

•  •  •  •  i 

moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 


^a*\i  ament -Jlreety 
June  2$,  1770. 


Charles  Hales. 


